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A CUT
ABOVE
SPORTING A NEW TENT DESIGN, THE TRACKABOUT SAFARI 
OUTBACK MAKES LIGHT WORK OFFROAD AND AT CAMP.

WORDS DAVID GILCHRIST  PICS NATHAN DUFF
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W
e all dream of shooting off for a 
weekend or longer and tracking to 
a beach or a bush camp. And that 
means finding a camper that’ll be a 

beaut weekender while still being able to take on 
the rigours of longer treks. 

Trackabout Campers reckons its innovative 
makeover of its Safari Outback Tourer is just the 
ticket for those keen on something that’s fast and 
easy to set up with enough comforts, durability 
and manoeuvrability for an outback haul.

We took the Trackabout Safari Outback Tourer 
to a rural spot south of Brisbane, Qld, in sight of 
the renowned Sirromet Winery to see what the 
camper had to offer. 

ESTABLISHING CAMP
When it comes to a weekend for two off the 
beaten track, you don’t always need to be 
lumbered with an oversized tent big enough 
for the whole clan and a dog. Enter the new 
Trackabout Safari Outback Tourer.

The Safari Outback Tourer tent, in its traditional 
configuration, provides around 6.72sqm of living 
space excluding the awnings. Space-wise, that’s 
probably about all you need for a weekend 
away and it means you don’t need to spend 
ages setting up camp. After all, setup time is 
often touted as the biggest bugbear of softfloor 
campers. I can imagine that many prospective 
buyers, who’d benefit from a lightweight 
configuration, actually scurry away from the 
idea, frightened they’d waste too much time 

MEASURING UP

> Cutaway tent walls
> Stylish looks and quality build    
with a retro look
> Quick setup

HITS

MISSES
> No in-tent storage pockets
> Cooking options limited on a 
two-burner stove
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The optional 
boat rack is one of Trackabout’s most 
requested add-ons; A mid-size drawbar 
strikes a nice balance between ease of use 
and offroad agility; Sophisticated electrics 
include a seven-stage charger, solar 
regulator and an inverter; The gas cylinders 
are stored in side storage recesses; Twin 
Vehicle Components shocks soften the 
ride on each wheel; Trackabout has long 
understood the benefits of the independent 
trailing arm suspension system.
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establishing camp rather than enjoying the 
weekend at their favourite destination.

Part of Trackabout’s solution is to join the poles 
permanently to the tent. That means you drag 
them out as you roll the tent into position and fix 
them in place as you go. 

Now, here is the really ingenious bit. When 
setting up beside your favourite beach on a 
warm day for a surfing, boating or snorkelling 
weekend, you don’t always need large canvas 
walls wrapping completely around you. It’s just 
too hot and unnecessary if all you want is a little 
privacy. Trackabout has made its tent with walls 
that detach along roughly a 45° angle, turning the 
tent into a sort of sun visor, while the bedroom is 

kept private thanks to a convenient zip-up screen. 
This means you have the option of building either 
a shaded area for a quick stopover or having a 
completely enclosed room and floor when you 
feel the need for something more substantial or 
want extra room for bunks for the kids.

And that’s the thing; both options take very 
little time to set up. For my money, it didn’t seem 
to take significantly longer to set up than most 
hardfloor campers.

When it comes to the tent, Trackabout has 
employed 12oz Wax Converters Dynaproof 
canvas all around. This means ample strength 
without being too stiff to fold easily. In its 
fully enclosed layout, there was no feeling of 
claustrophobia. Instead, generous windows 
provide good ventilation while keeping the interior 
feeling fresh and open. The main awning also 
has an angled gable to save you from getting wet 
while huddling inside out of the rain.

ADVENTURE BOUND
Beyond this new tent design, the Safari Outback 
Tourer boasts all of the same features found on 
previous models. They include a tropical roof set 
atop the tent and a rather clever boat rack option.

Gas struts and mesh under-sheeting mean the 
tilting boat rack is simple to use and isn’t likely to 
frustrate a keen angler with a strong hankering to 
get the boat into the water quickly.

What’s more, if you just want to set up for a 
quick overnight stay but don’t want to remove 
the boat completely – that’s okay, too. We found 
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you can just tilt the boat rack over and it’ll 
support your boat vertically just as well as it will 
horizontally. 

In terms of external features, there’s a storage 
box on the drawbar which is purpose-built 
for poles, pegs and jerry cans, together with 
a convenient external tap. The whole thing is 
wrapped in a powder-coated trailer tub with good 
high sides and sufficient clearance for rattling 
along outback tracks.

The drawbar, with a relatively short length, 
makes backing and manoeuvring that little bit 
easier along bush tracks than with a longer 
drawbar. However, at 2m, it is not too short for a 
novice camper owner to handle. Take things easy 
and this camper will certainly go wherever you 
want it.

Towability is also influenced by your choice of 
hitch. The Safari’s Ozhitch is just right when it 
comes to tackling offroad conditions. It means 
you’re working with an easy to use, low profile 
self-aligning setup able to cope with the sort of 
angles offroad trekking sometimes dishes up. 
What’s more, it’s lockable and that’s great for 
security.

The review camper has a very good exit  
angle and, when you combine that with a 
sub-tonne Tare and mud-terrain tyres, it certainly 
has legitimate offroad credentials. Nonetheless, 
there are times you’re going to get stuck in the 
soft stuff. Don’t fret; the camper has Maxtrax on 
board, ready to provide a high traction surface to 
get you out of strife. 

Also noteworthy is the review camper’s fully 
galvanised hot-dipped chassis and Cruisemaster 
independent suspension, rated to carry 2t. 
Unfortunately, in the time we had with the 
camper, we didn’t get a great opportunity to really 
push the suspension. Just the same, with quality 
internal polyurethane bump stops built into the 
design, there’s good protection against the coil 

stand without having to stoop too much.
The slide-out kitchen sits comfortably under 

the side annexe and is a simple yet elegant 
design. The easy-to-use kitchen is complete 
with Smev stove and a stainless benchtop return 
which is ideal for cooking a little butterfly lamb 
and potatoes to go with the Sirromet chardonnay 
that’s secreted away in the built-in 60L fridge 
box. The only trouble is, if you want to cook some 
carrots as well, you have to juggle things on the 
Smev a little as there are only two burners.

Nonetheless, the clean-up is made easier 
thanks to a Smev stainless steel sink with a 12V 

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: Compact 
and secure storage for your day-to-day 
essentials; A kitchen fit for a king offers 
heaps of benchtop space with everything 
close at hand; The new tent configuration 
dramatically increases the external 
undercover area when the weather’s good; 
If you have kids or extra guests, simply 
attach the walls and throw down the beds; 
The tent’s internal poles are built into the 
tent, hastening setup times; Camping is a 
communal affair and with a L-shape kitchen, 
there’s room for all.
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CTA RATING
1. FIT FOR INTENDED PURPOSE

2. INNOVATION

3. SELF-SUFFICIENCY

4. QUALITY OF FINISH

5. BUILD QUALITY

6. OFFROAD-ABILITY

7. COMFORTS

8. EASE OF USE

9. VALUE FOR MONEY

10. X-FACTOR

The camper you want is now easier to find

spring becoming coil bound, making it well-suited 
to offroad touring.

Ride is very important, but suspension is 
also about what you can carry and this camper 
provides plenty of storage – in the tent, out front 
and in the kitchen.

Simple LED light strips do the job providing 
convenient, reliable, and an easily assembled 
lighting system. There’s plenty of power courtesy 
of two 125Ah AGM batteries supported by 
the optional solar panels, and inverter and 
management system. The camper also boasts an 
external hot water system, external shower and a 
convenient external tap on the drawbar plumbed 
to an 85L tank.

A GOOD NIGHT’S SLEEP
In a way, camping with a camper is about having 
somewhere comfortable to rest and sleep in 
between checking out the interesting adventures 
the great outdoors has to offer. So, bed size and 
bedroom space is important. This camper has 
a comfy camper-queen-size high-density foam 
mattress with enough room to spread out for a 
comfortable night’s sleep. What’s more, the tent 
is tall enough to enable an average-sized adult to 
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To enquire about this camper, visit 
www.campertraileraustralia.com.
au/spec or phone (07) 3073 3743

> ENQUIRIES

> More pictures
> Specs to compare

> CAMPERTRAILERAUSTRALIA.COM.AU

$36,650 (plus on-road costs)

> PRICE AS SHOWN

Gas cylinders 2x4.5kg
Water 85L
Cooktop Smev two-burner
Kitchen Pull-out brushed aluminium 
sink with L-shape laminate top
Battery 2x125Ah batteries, 
solar panels, inverter and power 
management system

> ACCESSORIES

Box size 2130x1220mm
Length (hitch to tail lights) 4700mm
Tent 3200x2100mm, excluding 
awnings

> DIMENSIONS

Tare 950kg
ATM 2000kg
Suspension Cruisemaster CRS 
independent trailing arm with 
dampers and coils
Brakes 12in electric
Coupling Ozhitch offroad
Chassis Hot-dipped galvanised steel 
Drawbar Hot-dipped galvanised steel 
Body Powder-coated steel
Wheel/tyre 16in rims with 285/75 
R16 mud tyres
Style Side-fold softfloor

> TRAILER

CTA SPECS
TRACKABOUT 

SAFARI OUTBACK TOURER
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RIGHT: The canvas is as neat as a pin  
with internal flaps while the foam camper-
queen-size mattress and alloy steps deliver 
on comfort and save on weight.

REVIEW

pump plumbed to cold and hot water thanks to a 
gas hot water system at the front of the camper. 
And you’ll find all the condiments you need in a 
generous pull-out pantry. Lastly, you get to enjoy a 
nice ambience at dinner thanks to the Bluetooth-
enabled stereo. In short, as I’ve found in previous 
Trackabout Safari Outback Tourers, it’s a kitchen 
that makes outdoor cooking easier.

THE VERDICT
The Trackabout Safari Outback Tourer is ideal for 
two wanting to explore the bush or camp by a 
beach. In this sense, the unique tent wall design 
is a winning initiative – it makes it easy to imagine 
lolling back in bed, in the shade and in complete 
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privacy, without the hassle of attaching, large 
cumbersome walls or scramble around sorting  
out poles. And if you find yourself travelling with a 
couple of small kids, you won’t need to worry for at 
least of few years as there’s enough space for two 
adults and two toddlers. 

Starting at $24,500, this model looks like value. 
However, once you fit it out with all the options 
the review camper had, including an integrated 
power system, solar regulator, smart charger and 
boat rack, then you’ll bump the price up to nearly 
$37,000. Although this might start to feel a little 
pricey, the camper’s design and build quality make 
it worth considering for any adventure-seeking 
couple or empty nesters looking to downsize. 


